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Fostering creativity, literacy and talent
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1st November 2011

THE DUCHESS OF CORNWALL IS APPOINTED PATRON OF FIRST STORY
Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Cornwall has become Patron of First Story, a small but growing charity which helps teenagers in challenging secondary schools to raise their aspirations and find their voices as creative writers.
First Story fosters and inspires literacy and creativity by placing acclaimed authors in secondary schools to run creative writing workshops. It is currently funding twenty-six writers to hold weekly workshops in schools in London, Nottingham and Oxford. 
Katie Waldegrave, Executive Director, First Story, says: ‘It is a great honour to have The Duchess of Cornwall as our Patron. Since we began running our first workshops three years ago, the response from students, teachers and parents has been overwhelmingly positive. With Her Royal Highness’s support, we hope to expand the reach of our activities and help more young people to access the world of books and grow in self-confidence.’
Her Royal Highness was invited to become the charity’s Patron after officially launching First Story in the East Midlands and talking to students in Nottingham about the writing workshops they had attended. Improving literacy is a cause close to The Duchess’s heart; she is Patron of the National Literacy Trust and Booktrust amongst other organisations and First Story is honoured to have her support. 
Mark Haddon, author of the Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time, on First Story: ‘First Story is a fantastic idea. Creative writing can change people’s lives: I’ve seen it happen. It’s more than learning a skill. It’s about learning that you, your family, your culture and your view of the world are rich and interesting and important, whoever you happen to be. 

‘Teenagers are under increasing pressure to tailor their work to exams and to value themselves in terms of the results. First Story offers young people something else. It helps them find a voice.’ 

Students’ comments on First Story:

‘The greatest experience I have ever had in school.’ 
Aisha, First Story Student 

‘It was the most memorable and inspiring thing I have done to date.’ 
Hannah, First Story Student 

‘I gained lots of confidence from First Story and learnt that my writing is a part of me and so I will continue to write in my spare time.’ 
Upjeet, First Story Student 
Teacher’s comment on First Story: 

‘First Story has been literally a life changing experience for the kids. It is the most incredible project and, as you can see from our pupils, it has achieved its aim – they LOVE writing and have grown in confidence so much.’ 
Frances Steel, Teacher, Loxford School of Science and Technology

NOTES TO THE EDITORS
First Story aims to celebrate and foster creativity, literacy and confidence in young people attending ‘challenging’ secondary schools. 
First Story was founded by former teacher Katie Waldegrave and the writer William Fiennes in 2007 while Fiennes was working as writer-in-residence at the fee paying American School in London. Not every school can afford to have a writer-in-residence and so Fiennes and Waldegrave started First Story in the hope of bringing such an opportunity to state schools around the country. 
By September 2008, eight writers – Aminatta Forna, Helen Simpson, Frances Wilson, Romesh Gunesekera, Peter Hobbs, Louisa Young, Raffaella Barker and William Fiennes – were conducting weekly creative writing workshops in eight different schools across London. In 2009, First Story expanded into Oxford and subsequently into Nottingham in 2010. Today, First Story is running twenty-six residencies; sixteen in London, seven in Nottingham and three in Oxford. 
Working closely with teachers, the authors run writing workshops with groups of up to sixteen students, aged 14-18 years, over the course of the academic year. First Story helps the students publish their work in magazines and anthologies, and arranges book launch events and public readings at which the students can read their stories aloud to friends, families and teachers. They organise trips and events and give students high-quality work-experience placements.
First Story focuses on schools in which more than 50% of pupils are considered deprived according to the Income Deprivation Affecting Children Index (IDACI) and GCSE results fall in the lowest third of the national distribution. In 2011-12 First Story is also running a residency in a children’s hospital and a residency for children in care, in collaboration with The Who Cares Trust. 
For more information contact Kirstie Miller: 020 3117 2318 / kirstie.miller@firststory.co.uk.
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